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 FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Chair Letter:

I'd like to welcome our new manager, James D. Gaston III, to the
village. James has been with us since the beginning of June. If
you have not yet had an opportunity to meet him, please stop by
the office to say hello, or introduce yourself to him at our
Independence Day Celebration on Sunday, June 30th.

And speaking of June 30th, I hope you will enjoy our Celebration
which will run from 3:00pm - 6:00pm at Chevy Chase Park (often
called Shepherd Park) at the Turner Lane cul de sac. It's a great
opportunity to enjoy the rides, the slides, the food and meeting new-and renewing-your
acquaintance with your VMA neighbors. It is one of the many community-wide activities
that are supported by the Community Engagement Committee and the Village staff. A
big thank you to all who make this event possible!

Which is also a reminder that we need volunteers! At the end of the Fiscal Year (June
30th), terms of current committee members expire- like the terms of Council members.
Please volunteer to serve, either again or for the first time, letting the Village office or a
Council member know for which committee you would like to be considered: Elections;
Ethics; Community Engagement, or as Tree Supervisor.
Hand in hand with volunteering is being a good neighbor -- taking in papers and



deliveries while neighbors are away; visiting the ill or elderly, helping shovel walks or
raking leaves are but a few examples. Leaving a parking space near the house of a
neighbor, who is elderly, disabled, or has small children is also being a good neighbor,
as is not crowding your neighbor's usual parking space. On a personal note, I am
eternally grateful to my neighbors who generously leave a parking space in front of my
home. My thanks to them.

Please be kind to each other and look out for one another. 

Have a great summer!

   - Richard Krajeck, Council Chair
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UPCOMING EVENTS

 

June 30                           Independence Day party at Chevy Chase Park, 3:00pm - 6:00pm

July 4 & 5                        Village office closed in observance of Independence Day holiday

July 12                             A Wider Circle Pick up

July 13                             Bulk Trash Pick up

July 18                             Council Meeting, 7:30pm
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SPOTLIGHT
PAULA GOLDBERG, VILLAGE TREE SUPERVISOR

TREES ADD VALUE TO OUR COMMUNITY:

I was an arboreal child. I spent hours up in the trees in my tiny backyard in Illinois where I



learned first-hand about bird nests and insects and life in the neighborhood.  Trees gave
me with a perch for observation and a place to quietly retreat from the travails of grade
school and the antics of my two younger brothers. A safe haven with benefits, indeed.    

I don't think I've ever met a tree I didn't like. I have the utmost respect for them, even the
smallest or the most bedraggled specimens.  As more science emerges about trees, the
more amazed I am by their power and their potential.

In addition to the things we all know about trees, that they add value to our property, that
they help to conserve energy, did you know that trees become more powerful as they get
older?  It's true! We humans peak physically in late adolescence and early adulthood and
then we slowly decline.  In contrast, as trees age, they continue to grow larger and
increase their ability to sequester carbon dioxide and storm
water until they don't. 

Did you know that trees like to live in communities? Just like people, trees work better
when they are in groups. hey shelter and support each other. For example, trees in
communities receive chemical signals from those that are ailing and can divert resources
to help their "friends". Trees cooperate with each other. Trees improve our sense of well-
being. Just looking at a tree helps to reduce our stress levels within a few minutes.

My favorite tree is the Tuliptree (Liriodendron tulipfera). We have several old Tuliptrees in
the village that pre-date us all. Once regarded as "garbage trees" because they grow so
quickly and so big, they are masterpieces of biology.  They sequester tens of thousands
of gallons of storm water every year and keep our soil from washing away even in the
worst downpours. They are native to our area and ours are remnants of the old forest that
make up a tributary of Rock Creek Park.  When Tuliptree flowers bloom in the spring,
they provide nectar for a number of insects and birds. They are the host plant for Tiger
Swallowtails, those large yellow and black butterflies you see drifting down from the tree
tops and flitting through the neighborhood all summer long.   

For more information about Tuliptrees, here's a link to an excellent article about them:

The Tulip Tree
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NOTES FROM THE VILLAGE OFFICE
ANNUAL CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE ON VMA
COMMITTEES:

Dear Residents,

The Village Council appreciates the service of its fiscal year (FY) 2018-2019 resident
volunteer committee members and is putting out the annual call for volunteers to serve on
committees for FY 2019-2020, which begins Monday, July 1, 2019, and ends on
Tuesday, June 30, 2020. We are asking for Volunteers for the following committees:
 
The Election Committee:

https://capitalnaturalist.blogspot.com/2015/05/the-tuliptree.html?m+1


Pursuant to our Village Charter and relevant policy, the Election Committee plans and
facilitates our annual election of Council members, and we rely on them to maintain the
integrity and transparency of the process.

The Ethics Committee:
Pursuant to our Village Charter and relevant policy, the Ethics Committee provides
advisory opinions to persons subject to the provisions of Chapter 4 of the Village Code.

The Community Engagement Committee:
The Community Engagement Committee helps plan Village celebrations, social
gatherings, and events.
 
Village Tree Supervisor:
Pursuant to the Village Code, the Tree Supervisor works closely with the office and
Village arborist to help preserve and maintain our tree canopy.

If you are interested in being considered by the Council for an appointment to one of the
Village's committees, please send an email to our Village Manager, James D. Gaston III,
at manager@martinsadditions.org by 5 PM, Friday, July 12, 2019.
 
In your email, please be sure to identify which committee you would like to participate in
and briefly outline your interest and any relevant qualifications. The Council will take your
request into consideration and will appoint committees, members and chairs at the
Council meeting on Thursday, July 18, 2019.

Please keep in mind that, depending on your response, the Council May limit resident-
participation to a single committee for a single fiscal year.

For those of you who may be considering this call to service for the first time, the Village
relies on its resident volunteers and it's a great way to become active in Village affairs.
Serving on a committee helps you get involved in the community, and it's a wonderful way
of meeting neighbors and making new friends.
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to the Council at
VMACouncil@googlegroups.com.
 
As always, we appreciate your willingness to serve and help improve our community.
 
HOMES FOR SALE IN VMA:

6701 Brookville Road
7200 Chestnut Street



3521 Cummings Lane
3518 Raymond Street
163 Quincy Street
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AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING
Village of Martin's Additions 
7013 Brookville Road (Suite B, 2nd floor
Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263 
 
Draft Agenda for Council Meeting

July 18 2019

The Village Council may entertain a motion during the open meeting to close a portion of
the meeting, in accordance with Section 3-305(b) of the Open Meetings Act (Maryland
Code, General Provisions Article) 

 
7:30 PM           Call to Order: Krajeck 

7:31 PM           Opportunity for Council to hear residents' comments: Krajeck

7:35 PM           Committee Reports - Community Engagement, Ethics, Elections

7:45 PM           Building Administrator's Report: Lohmeyer
  
7:55 PM           Action on Annual Meeting Minutes of May 9: Krajeck    

8:00 PM            Hazard Mitigation Plan: Bolt   
                 
8:05 PM           Call for Volunteers/Committee appointments: Krajeck 

8:10 PM            Discussion on composting: Fattig

8:15 PM           Walkability Study: Hill

8:20 PM           Financial Matters: Alexander

8:25 PM           Manager's Report: Gaston
                          
8:35 PM           Opportunity for Council to hear residents' comments: Krajeck

8:40 PM            Adjournment: Krajeck:

BUILDING BLOCKS

Building Administrator Report:

TO:                                The Council at the Village of Martin's Additions



FROM:                           Doug Lohmeyer                                         
DATE OF MEMO:         June 15, 2019                
SUBJECT:                     Building Administrator's Report       

3520 Bradley La.

The applicant has submitted a building permit to the County and the Village. The
neighborhood information meeting has been held and the County and Village building
permits have been issued. The applicant has indicated they will be applying for a
variance for the handicapped ramp along the left side of the house, which would
encroach into the minimum side yard setback.

7204 Chestnut St.

The applicant has submitted at building permit package to the County and the
Village. The application is undergoing the initial Village review. The Village is waiting
for more information from the applicant's engineer. The applicant has applied for a

variance, which was held on Thursday, Dec. 20, 2018. A second variance hearing was
held on Jan. 30. 2019. The applicant has re-submitted their plans to MCDPS, which
incorporated the revision for the Village waiver. The Village issued the building permit
on April 2nd. The staff has requested a "Wall Check" to insure the new additions do
not encroach into the setbacks.

7210 Chestnut St.

The Village has received an application for a new house to be built on the vacant
lot. The County issued their building permit on Oct. 1, 2018 and the Village issued their

building permit on Oct. 11, 2018. Work begun at the site on Oct. 11th.

3421 Cummings La.

The applicant has submitted a building permit to the County and the Village. The
variance hearing was held on Feb. 6, 2019. The applicant has re-submitted to the

MCDPS. The County issued their building permit on April 2nd and the Village issued
their building permit on April 8th. The staff has requested a "Wall check" and a "Height
survey" from the applicant.

7208 Delfield St.

A dumpster permit has been issued for interior kitchen improvements in the ex. house.



A performance bond has been posted to cover any damage to the Village right of way.
The applicant recently amended the MCDPS permit for additional interior
improvements. A Village building permit has been issued for the enclosing of the
existing screened porch.

7213 Delfield St.

The property owners have submitted a permit to replace with ex. driveway. The
existing concrete driveway apron will remain. The Village permit is being processed.
3508 Shepherd St.

The applicants have submitted at building permit package to the County and the

Village. The neighborhood information meeting was held on Nov. 7th and the Village
permit has been issued. The applicant is preparing the documents abandoning the
existing shared driveway and creating an easement for the neighbor. The documents
need to be reviewed by the Village attorney before they are recorded.

7209 Summit Ave.

The applicant has submitted a plan to add an addition at the rear of the ex. house. The
County and Village permits have been issued. The work has been completed and the
applicant's performance bond will be returned.

3412 Taylor St.

An application for a County and Village building permit has been submitted. A

resident's information meeting was held on Tuesday, June 19th. A Village right of way
permit will required for this connect, since the proposed 6" pipe will pass through the
Village right of way. The Village building permit has been issued. The house
construction has begun. The applicant has submitted an application for a variance
from the Village's maximum building height requirement. They propose to raise the
elevation of the house because of a high ground water condition. The contractor is
performing an adjacent building height survey in order to determine if the proposed
roof height will be allowed by Code.

3512 Taylor Street

The staff noticed that when the retaining wall was re-built, the contractor left a 2-inch-
wide depressed area between the existing Village sidewalk and the base of the new
wall, which may cause a pedestrian to trip and fall. The staff is attempting to contact
the homeowner to correct the situation.



3405 Thornapple St.

The house construction is completed. However, several sections of ex. curb in front of
the house have chips and cracks and I recommend they be replaced. MCDPS has
release their building permit and the staff recommends releasing the Village's building
permit. I recommend the Village retain the performance bond until the MCDPS has
released their sediment control permit, the old driveway apron has been removed, and
the damaged sections of curb are replaced.

3407 Thornapple St.
The applicant has submitted a building permit application to the County and the
Village. The neighborhood information meeting was held on Monday, Jan.14, 2019.

The County issued the sediment control permit on Feb. 22nd and their building permit

on April 9, 2019. The pre-construction meeting will be held at the site on May 30th.
After the meeting, the Village building permit will be issued. Work has begun on the
new house construction.

Miscellaneous Items
The staff is presently working with the following properties:

1. MSHA Brookville Rd. and Quincy intersection ponding rainwater.
2. Requesting the property owner to trim the vegetation that is blocking the "Stop"

sign north of Bradley La. on Brookville Rd.
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HEARD ON THE SIDEWALK
Manna Update:   

Heading into Dog Days of Summer - Manna Needs a Boost

Through the end of June, Village donations to our project benefiting Manna Food
Center - Montgomery County's major food bank -- totaled 1,781 pounds. While that
may sound like a lot, it's unfortunately well below our goal of collecting 400 pounds a
month. We all know that hunger is a year-round problem so please try to remember to
pick up a couple of extra shelf-stable items on your next trip for groceries and leave
them in the box at the foot of the stairs to the Village Office - it's checked daily -- or on
the front porch of the Browns (3404 Taylor) or the Kirschtens (3406 Turner).

P.S. To those of you who've already made either a cash or in-kind donation in
memory of Dick Kirschten, a heart-felt thank you from Linda and the family.



Montgomery Municipal Cable Inside Scoop:

Learn more about your local TV station on our website.

     

From Chevy Chase At Home: 
CC@H CELEBRATES SUMMER WITH A MOVIE & ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Our CC@H summer movie is the delicious comedy, Julie & Julia, based on two
true stories and written for the screen and directed by Nora Ephron. It stars Meryl
Streep as culinary legend Julia Child and Amy Adams as fledgling writer Julie
Powell, who finds a new recipe for life when she decides to cook all 534 recipes
in Child's "Mastering the Art of French Cooking" in 365 days! Come to the Chevy
Chase Village Hall on Tuesday, July 23, at 2 p.m., for this delightful treat, popcorn
included.

Brunch Bunch at the Olympia Cafe on Brookville Road will meet on July 11, 10 to
11:30 a.m., and also again on August 8, same time, same place. This is a
monthly neighborhood get-together - just buy something to eat or drink and join
the CC@H table for some interesting conversation.

And on August 13, 2pm to 4pm, we'll beat the heat with our annual Ice Cream
Social. Come to the CC Village Hall for a cooling scoop or maybe a root beer
float and the chance to give us your suggestions for programs you'd like to see
developed in the future.

             

Chevy Chase Library:

Please refer to the link below for information on the library:

Chevy Chase Library

Weather Outlook:

June has been a normal month both for temperatures and rain. Expect temperatures
to ramp up going into July with below normal rain and with 90 degree days and high
humidity and lightning.

For your summer safety, let's examine lightning facts and safety. How far away is
lightning? Count the number of seconds between a flash of lighting and the sound of
thunder. Divide that number by 5 to get an estimate of the distance in miles to the
lightning strike. Remember, if you are outdoors and can hear thunder, you are in
danger of being struck by lightning.

Lightning often strikes 10 miles away from rain. Rubber soled shoes or tires provide
NO protection from lightning. Although you may be injured if lightning strikes your car,
you are much safer inside your vehicle. If you are inside your vehicle, do not touch
metal. People struck by lightning carry no electrical charge and should be helped

https://www.mmctv.org/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library/branches/chevychase.html


immediately. 

You may have heard the term "heat lightning." This is from a thunderstorm too far
away for thunder to be heard. If a thunderstorm approaches, NEVER stand under a
tree! Get out of the water! Get to shelter right away! There is NO SAFE PLACE
OUTDOORS when a thunderstorm is nearby. Remember, when thunder roars, go
indoors!

Have a safe summer and Independence Day. Check in with us on the weather line, at
202-589-1212.

 Keith Allen, long time resident of Martin's Additions, provides weather forecasts by
phone for cities across the U.S. Residents are encouraged to call 202-589-1212 for
up-to-the-minute updates.  
 
             

Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village":
A Wider Circle

Chevy Chase at Home 
Friends of the Library, Chevy Chase Chapter 

Live and Learn Bethesda  
Manna Food Center 
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CONTACT INFO

COUNCIL
vmacouncil@googlegroups.com 

Name Phone Email

Richard
Krajeck, Chair

301-654-3663 rkrajeck@hotmail.com

Tiffany Cissna,
Vice Chair

301-656-4112  vmacouncil@googlegroups.com 

Arthur
Alexander,
Treasurer

301-718-9787 arthur.alexander@att.net

Susan Fattig,
Secretary

301-951-9578 susan.fattig@gmail.com

Katya Hill, 301-718-1920 ka2shaz@gmail.com

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/18/AR2007071800657.html
http://awidercircle.org/
http://www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=559717
http://www.folmc.org/chevy-chase-chapter/
http://liveandlearnbethesda.org/
http://mannafood.org/
mailto:rkrajeck@hotmail.com
mailto:vmacouncil@googlegroups.com
mailto:arthur.alexander@att.net
mailto:susan.fattig@gmail.com
mailto:k2shaz@gmail.com


Member-at-
Large

OFFICE STAFF

Name Phone Email

James D. Gaston III,
Village Manager

301-656-4112 manager@martinsadditions.org

Tina Lurie, Assistant
Village Manager 

301-656-4112 avm@martinsadditions.org

Notes:
 
To receive Constant Contact notifications from the Village Council, the committees,
and the office (i.e., any official communication from your Village government),
please contact the Village office. This is the best way to receive information on
waste pickup, snow removal, and Council and committee meetings.
 
To receive a paper copy of Martin's Edition in the mail, please contact the Village
office.
 
Please note - The Village office does not administer the neighborhood listserv. To
recieve listserv emails, please contact Bill Lebovich at
architecturalphoto@mac.com
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Village of Martin's Additions  
 301-656-4112 (office)

301-656-0030 (fax)
  www.martinsadditions.org

http://www.martinsadditions.org

